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Enclosed are the original and thirteen copies of BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.'s
Comments Concerning the Issue of Whether the Authority May Request Revenue Information
from and, Ultimately, Require Contribution to the Universal Fund by Commercial Mobile Radio

Service ("CMRS") Providers.

Copies of the enclosed are being provided to counsel of record for all parties.
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BEFORE THE TENNESSEE REGULATORY AUTHORITY
Nashville, Tennessee

In Re: Universal Service Generic Contested Case

Docket No. 97-00888

BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.'S COMMENTS
CONCERNING THE ISSUE OF WHETHER THE AUTHORITY
MAY REQUEST REVENUE INFORMATION FROM AND,
ULTIMATELY, REQUIRE CONTRIBUTION TO THE
UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND BY
COMMERCIAL MOBILE RADIO SERVICE ("CMRS") PROVIDERS

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. ("BellSouth") files the following comments
concerning the issue of whether the Tennessee Regulatory Authority (the "Authority") may
request revenue information from and, ultimately, require contribution to the Universal Service
Fund by Commercial Mobile Radio Service ("CMRS") providers.

In its Interim Order on Phase I of Universal Service, the Authority ordered that "all
providers of intrastate telecommunications services in Tennessee, regulated or not, shall be
required to contribute to the intrastate Universal Service Fund." BellSouth respectfully urges
that the ruling was well-founded and should not be altered.

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. §254(b)(4), all telecommunications carriers should contribute to
the preservation and advancement of Universal Service. Wireless providers have sought to avoid
contributing both at the state and federal level, but, for the most part, wireless providers have
been unsuccessful. Wireless telecommunications providers are subject to assessment for
payment into the federal USF program. Similarly, wireless providers should also be subject to
payment into any intrastate USF program.

The collection of revenue data from CMRS providers poses no unusual problems. The

collection of such data would be similar to collecting assessment-base information from these
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carriers to compute other types of mandatory payments, such as state income or ad valorem
taxes. CMRS providers are required to submit revenue information to the FCC, including a
breakdown of total revenues and interstate/international revenues (the difference between the
total revenue and the interstate/international revenue equals the intrastate revenues). This same
information could be used for the Tennessee USF program. Telecommunications carriers
including BellSouth, do not currently submit this data at the state level, but the information
should be readily available or easily assembled. Telecommunications carriers could submit such
information in the same format or a similar format with little additional burden, using revenue
sources already defined for purposes of FCC Form 499.

Respectfully submitted,
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Atlanta, Georgia 30375-0001



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that on May 14, 2001, a copy of the foregoing document was
served on the parties of record, via hand delivery, fax, or U. S. Mail, postage pre-paid,
addressed as follows:
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Don Baltimore, Esquire
Farrar & Bates

211 Seventh Ave., N., #320
Nashville, TN 37219-1823

Mr. Thomas J. Curran
360 Communications Co.
8725 W. Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 60631

Richard Smith, President
Standard Communications Co.
926 W. Oakland Ave., #202
Johnson City, TN 37604-1445

Ms. Nanette Edwards

Deltacom, Inc.

700 Blvd. South, #101
Huntsville, AL 35802

James P. Lamoureux

AT&T

1200 Peachtree St., NE, #4068
Atlanta, GA 30367

Guilford Thornton, Esquire
Stokes & Bartholomew
424 Church Street, #2800
Nashville, TN 37219

T. G. Pappas

Bass, Berry & Sims

315 Deaderick St., #2700
Nashville, TN 37238

Timothy Phillips, Esquire

Office of Tennessee Attorney General
P. O. Box 20207 .

Nashville, Tennessee 37202
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Russ Minton, Esquire
Citizens Communications
6905 Rockledge Dr., #600
Bethesda, MD 30817

William C. Carriger, Esquire
Strang, Fletcher

One Union Sq., #400
Chattanooga, TN 37402

Dan H. Elrod, Esquire
Miller, Martin, et al.

150 4™ Avenue, N, #1200
Nashville, TN 37219-2433

Jon Hastings, Esquire
Boult, Cummings, et al.
414 Union St., #1600
Nashville, TN 37219

Henry M. Walker, Esquire
Boult, Cummings, et al.
414 Union St., #1600
Nashville, TN 37219

Dana Shaffer, Esquire
X0 Communications, Inc.
105 Malloy Street, #100
Nashville, TN 37201

Richard Cys

Davis, Wright Tremaine

1500 K Street, #450
Washington, DC 20005-20006

Daniel M. Waggoner
Davis Wright Tremaine
1501 Fourth Ave., #2600
Seattle, WA 98101-1684

James Wright, Esq.

United Telephone - Southeast
14111 Capitol Blvd.

Wake Forest, NC 27587
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Charles B. Welch, Esquire
Farris, Mathews, et al.
618 Church St., #300
Nashville, TN 37219

Phoenix Network
555 17™ St.
Denver, CO 80202-3950

Jane Walters, Commissioner
Department of Education

710 James Robertson Pkwy, 6th Fl.
Nashville, TN 37423-0375

Jack McFadden, Director

Dept. of Finance & Administration
598 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 37243-0560

Val Sanford, Esquire

Gullett, Sanford, Robinson & Martin
230 Fourth Ave., N., 3d Fi.
Nashville, TN 37219-8888

D. Billye Sanders, Esquire
P. O. Box 198866
Nashville, TN 37219-8966

Sheila Davis

Chaz Taylor, Inc.

3401 West End Ave., #318
Nashville, TN 37203

Michael Romano

Mark Pasko

Swidler & Berlin

3000 K. St., NW, #300
Washington, DC 20007-5116
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